Executive Council Meeting   
October 30, 2025
Attendance: Travis, John, Sabrina, David, Joey, Maleeha, Kshitija, Ana, Obatola, Shelly
1. Call to Order
2. Executive Council Introductions
a. President: Travis Fischer
i. AMS event follow-up
-Had gone to the coffee hour that AMS organizes and answered the questions about funding.
ii. Next GA meeting I will be at a conference so I will miss this one 🙁, John will have to lead
1. I am working on the agenda and presentation before I leave. I will still send the email to everyone tomorrow.
2. John, I will let you make the Attendance and Approval of October Meeting Minutes QR codes on Qualtrics
iii. Presentation by university counseling services
iv. Liz Swanton from Well Being “Let’s Do Lunch” event- we have been asked to advertise by sharing their flyers, sending to DGSs, putting on social media, and putting it on our website
-Joey (email to DGS), KK (social media), and Obatola (website) will promote ‘Let’s do Lunch’ organized by Well-being.
v. SNAP benefits running out, working with Grad College to advertise assistance programs and asking for donations
1. Is there something specific for a holiday break for people who are still here if these offices and programs are closed? 
· Presentation materials from the last Basic Needs meeting are uploaded to Teams.
· Information includes graduate student-specific data on food pantry, clothing closet usage, and grant assistance.
· Clothing closet operations are now integrated into the food pantry but still provide clothing support.
b. Vice President: John Stevenson
i. Jakobsen discussion
-Had their first meeting and discussed the plan.
-John asked David to help advertise the People's Choice Awards.
c. Treasurer: David Ramotowski
-Executive committee provides funding for awards.
-Travis asked to make sure to fill the P card form (requisition) submissions are sent to SOBO by the required date. Delays can complicate approvals. Keep clear notes of what was submitted, approvals received, and any confirmations. Past records can be hard to interpret. Create a summary slide or checklist for your team to guide them through: 1. Prepare event details and budget. 2. Submit the request to SOBO. 3. Follow up on approvals and clarifications. 4. Track communications and final approval.
d. Executive Associate: Sabrina Ahmed
-No update
e. Membership Officer: Joey Small
-No update
f. Parliamentarian: Caleb DeWitt
-No update
g. Webmaster: Obatola Layiwola
-No update
h. Social Media Director: Kshitija Kale	
-Highlight the 3MT finalist once they have a photoshoot on GSS social media
i. Travel Funds Director: Maleeha Naseem
i. Update on Cycle 2 awards – Any more Workflow problems?
-So far received 30 application and expecting more.
3. Graduate College Updates
a. Anything from the Deans?
-Talked to Dean Ali about the SNAP benefit and the closing of the clothing closet. Dean Ali will talk to the DGSs about this and see if they all come up with something to support students with regarding these.
-Also, a reminder about the dinner social with the external advisory board on the same day, hoping attendees can join, as it will be held in a more private room and is an enjoyable event.
-There’s a need to fill the Fine Arts and Humanities delegate position for the Graduate Council. Representation from the humanities is crucial, and you’re offering help to connect with someone or support in any way to ensure humanities voices are included.
4. Planning for the Next GA Meeting
a. November 6th Meeting Presenter(s): university counseling services- Tianyi Xie
b. I have made a general information presentation that I Pinned to the General Teams page so people can reference it any time they’d like. It contains terminology, exec members, committees and chairs
c. GSS Committees- I have sent out emails to the committee chairs asking them to contact their committee members. I have also assigned all new members to their committees 
i. Starting at this meeting, I want the chairs of the committees to give updates on their events and their plans.
· Committee chairs have contacted members and assigned new members as needed.
· Heavy time commitment committees include Travel Funds and Jacobson Conference.
· Members encouraged to participate in multiple committees and assist with events.
· Chairs will provide updates on current and planned committee activities at each meeting.
d. Positions that need to be filled: 
i. Fine Art and Humanities Delegate for Grad Council
Fine Arts and Humanities Delegate Position
· There is an open Fine Arts and Humanities delegate position on the Graduate Council.
· Efforts to recruit have included contacting potential candidates and highlighting the position’s value on CVs.
· Historically, there is low participation from humanities students and faculty due to cultural and systemic factors.
· Possible strategies to recruit include using student organizations, creating opportunities linked to events like the Three Minute Thesis (3MT), and leveraging the new People’s Choice Award for Fine Arts and Humanities.
· Executive council sponsorship: $500 allocated for Humanities People’s Choice Award.
e. Room scheduling will be done by Travis Fischer for GA meetings the first of the month the month before the next GA meeting (Lindquist Center S301)
i. November 6th meeting room is confirmed
ii. All Exec and GA meetings are submitted to Engage and Accepted
1. December meeting – 
a. 5-7PM (Start early)
b. Provide food from 5-6PM
i. From whom?
ii. Chipotle - travis
c. Jones commons, Lindquist Center
f. GPSG Updates and Proposed Legislation from GSS GPSG Delegates
i. I have forwarded an amendment to the GPSG VP that is under review. It specifically designates all GPSG member governments as part of shared governance with all the rights, privileges, and recognitions that come with that designation and role
5. Open Discussion
a. Other questions, comments, concerns, ideas for this next year?
i. We haven’t had any legislation yet, and I am not aware of anyone doing anything. What initiatives can we identify and help with?
b. Exec members, please include any information you want discussed in the GA meeting no later than 11/1/2025 end of day!
Meeting Room Scheduling & December Meeting
· November 6th meeting room confirmed.
· Planning for December meeting:
· Start at 5:00 PM with holiday-themed refreshments.
· From 6–7 PM, regular business will proceed.
· Location: Commons area in Lindquist Center (allows food and casual mingling).
· Food budget via Executive Committee funding; possible catering options discussed (Chipotle, Saaj Grill, Graze Gourmet).
-Students encouraged to propose legislation, resolutions, or letters of support/opposition.
-COGS (Campaign to Organize Graduate Students) Updates:
· Membership costs $30/month; not automatic or universal.
· COGS provides advocacy and has floor time in GSS meetings for graduate student issues.
· Students not prohibited from joining; participation is voluntary.
· Upcoming 90s-themed event noted.
6. Adjournment- 6:00pm

