Executive Council Meeting   
January 29th, 2026
Attendance: 
1. Call to Order
2. Executive Council Introductions
a. President: Travis Fischer
i. Welcome back! Happy 2026!
ii. Exec meeting and GA meeting changes for this semester
1. All fine with the exec time change
2. In the absence of Sabrina (the first 30 minutes of GA meeting) we will decide later who will take the notes for that time.
iii. Teaching committee update
1. Alaxandra was planning the event alone so not a lot of information about the event. 
2. We will postpone the event
iv. TA reduction questions from students/COGS
1. Is there a way to stop departments to reduce the number of TAs? Grad college cannot dictate how many TAs departments to appoint.
v. Health, Sport, and Human Physiology (HSHP) GSS Senator and alternate questions – 94 students
1. Inform the department that 2 voting and 2 non-voting senators are welcome.
vi. Grad regalia 
1. GSS wants to show appreciation by giving a graduation cord to the senators. We will talk to the registrar (Jamie) about the color and then order for the members.
b. Vice President: John Stevenson
i. Jakobsen discussion
1. IMU Advertising Limitation:
· IMU limits groups to 21 consecutive days per semester of advertising.
· GSS may receive flexibility due to governing body status.
2. Plan:
· John will contact Bill Nelson (IMU Director) to request: 
· Advertising before application deadlines
· Advertising again before the event
3. Event Planning:
· Registration surveys completed and will be sent out.
· Food costs higher than last year; budget adjustments may be needed.
· Additional funding support anticipated from Tom (meeting planned with finance staff).
4. Veterans & Military-Affiliated Students:
· Graduate College met again with IVets leadership.
· Exploring ways to better support graduate veterans and active military.
· Potential recruitment pathway via ROTC instructors discussed.
c. Treasurer: David Ramotowski
i. Can you make an updated presentation on committee and GSS funds for the first meeting? Yes
1. Inform the senators about using the money for the committees at the GA meeting
d. Executive Associate: Sabrina Ahmed
i. Update on class schedule
e. Membership Officer: Joey Small
i. Update on membership
1. Planning to send an email to DGSs
f. Parliamentarian: Caleb DeWitt
i. Constitution does not limit the number of alternates since they are not voting. (in connection with Health, Sport, and Human Physiology (HSHP) GSS queries)
g. Webmaster: Obatola Layiwola
h. Social Media Director: Kshitija Kale	
i. Will check if our social media is following any political figures and unfollow
i. Travel Funds Director: Maleeha Naseem
i. Update on Cycle 3
1. Will need slide summarizing awards for GA meeting
ii. Emails forwarded from Travis updates
  Final applications from last cycle still being processed. 
  One additional complex flight reimbursement pending. 
  GA presentation will include: 
· Number of applications
· Number approved
· Total funds distributed
· Next cycle dates and eligible travel window

3. Graduate College Updates
· Saba Ali is no longer Interim Dean and is now Dean of the Graduate College (effective February 1).
· Possible upcoming changes to financial aid pending federal approval. 
· No new updates yet on the Duration of Stay rule changes. 
· Ongoing monitoring of federal rule changes affecting graduate students.
4. Planning for the Next GA Meeting
a. Student Legal Services confirmed for GA meeting 2/5
5. Open Discussion
a. GSS Logo: An executive member from the previous term created a new logo for GSS to use, however, the Graduate College has a logo already university approved for GSS and for the future, this is the logo we must use. 
i. https://brand.uiowa.edu/lockup/3816 
ii. Engage has been reviewing if we can use the official logo. For some reason during the rebrand, our permission to use the official logo was called into question. Grad College has already said we are approved to use the “IOWA GSS” logo so we will continue to do so.
1. This is still under review…
b. Other questions, comments, concerns, ideas for this next year?
c. Exec members, please include any information you want discussed in the GA meeting no later than 1/ end of day!
6. Adjournment

